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Background:
Karl Kiefer is the President and CEO of INVOCON, Inc.  He received his B.S. from Southern Illinois University and his M.S. from the University of Colorado.  He served in Viet Nam as an Army Infantry Commanding Officer for a Long Range Reconnaissance Platoon.  He has held Research and Development management positions with Litton, Data Systems Division;  TRW, REDA Pump Division; and FMC.  He founded INVOCON, Inc. in 1985.  IVC is a high technology system engineering firm specializing in remote sensing and wireless data gathering networks. IVC has a wide revenue base consisting of  commercial, government, and military customers. The company has  provided NASA, DOD, and commercial customers with many wireless data acquisition and communications networks.  IVC developed  and delivered the impact detection and location system for the wing leading edge on the Shuttle for “return to flight” operations as well as MMOD detection and evaluation systems for the ISS.  IVC is currently delivering wireless micro-gravity data acquisition and processing systems that will service the outboard trusses of the ISS and the JEM Module. IVC is in a concept formulation phase of a wireless vibration analysis system for launch to orbit verification of payload stress on the JAXA HTV launch vehicle.  IVC has also developed and is currently delivering production impact detection systems for “smart targets” used in the verification of the MDA national missile defense system.

